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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Beth Funicella, Chair, Lois Burleigh,
Vice-Chair, Sarah Kimball, Secretary,
David Mason, Treasurer, Judith English, Jon Goodwin,
Deb Goulding, Judy Kennedy, Mona L’'Heureux,
Jeanne Mason, Laura Riggs-Mitchell, Les Schoof,
Nora Schwarz, and Patti Dunn, Trustee Emerita

STAFF
George Wiese, Executive Director
Dr. Julia Howell, Director of Education
Kate Vachon, Office Manager
Frank Benesh, Assistant Treasurer
Linda Vienneau, Bookkeeper

FACULTY
Mary Bastoni, Voice and Musical Theatre
Bruce Berquist Songwriting, Musicology,
Music Technology and Business
Chad Cummings, Piano, Guitar, Electric Bass
Julia Howell, Viola, Violin, Composition
Jenny Huang-Dale, Cello, Violin, Viola
Chris Nourse, Violin, Viola
Sharon Novak, Children’s Music, Piano, Guitar, Ukulele
Justin Ramos, Piano, Electronic music
Eric Rollnick, Percussion
Elizabeth Roth, Voice, Harp
Mike Sakash, Saxophone, Clarinet, flute
Judy Teehan, Flute, Recorder
George Wiese, Piano, Trombone, Musicology

ADVISORS
Frank Benesh, Amy Berrier, Rachael Brown,
Karen Carr, Deb Chalmers, lan Cruickshank,
Dr. Therese Davison, Penny Deans,
Susan Dugdale, Susan Ferré,

Barbara Gartland, Melissa Garvey,
Betsey Harding, Al Hospers, Sarah Isberg,
Kathryn Karlsson, Julie Levine,

Becky Mulkern, Gail Paine, Lynn Parkhurst,
Cindy Priest, Carol Rosenblith, Robert Scolaro,
Ashara Stansfield, Linda Walker
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Note: These are the personnel during the
fiscal year 2020 —2021. At the October 2021
annual meeting Judy Kennedy was elected Chair,
and Becky Mulkern became a member
of the Board of Trustees.

Message from the Executive Director

Greetings!

As Mountain Top Music
Center closes the book on
another year, a hit song from
1967 comes to mind: The Beat
Goes On. If ever there was a time |
of uncertainty and change, it’s
this “era of Covid-19.” But this
year in the classroom and on
Zoom, in the concert hall and on
the couch: the beat went on.

Mountain Top’s year was defined by resilience and
adaptation. To say that the challenges of the year — my
10" as Executive Director — were unprecedented, is an
understatement. But our amazing team didn’t skip a
beat. Lessons and classes found new modalities as the
virtual and “real” worlds merged. A silver lining of
teaching online through the lockdowns was having a
window into our students’ homes and practice
routines; this experience emphasized the role of music
in everyday life, and brought us closer together in
spite of being physically separated. When in-person
lessons resumed, the joy of being back in our beautiful
new home in Conway Village energized our music-
making. With safety measures in place, the beat went
on.

When we couldn’t safely gather in the renovated
Majestic Theatre, we used livestreaming technology to
bring performances from the Majestic into homes
worldwide. Teachers, students, and local musicians
used the Majestic stage to stay engaged with
homebound music lovers. The beat went on.

The beat didn’t go on all by itself - it took
community effort. We are profoundly grateful to our
supporters, grantors, volunteers, donors, patrons,
friends, musicians, and audiences - without whom the
past year would have gone silent.

As we move forward into a new year, the beat
goes on. Enrollment in our Educational Programs is
growing, Mountain Top musicians are performing at
community events, and an exciting array of concerts
are planned in the Majestic Theatre. Keep in touch —
sign up for lessons, take a class, attend concerts,
follow our streaming media outlets. Your participation
supports our mission of “enriching lives and building
community through music.” Let’s keep that beat going
strong!

George Wiese, Executive Director
(With inspiration from Sonny & Cher...)
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Message from the Chair,
Board of Trustees

Mountain Top Music Center is all
about keeping the music playing.
When one of our trustees sent me
this quote from George Gershwin
“Life is a lot like jazz - it’s best when
you improvise,” | found my
inspiration.

Thanks to our wonderful staff, faculty, trustees, and
devoted volunteers, a whole lot of improvising has been
going on to keep our organization alive and moving
forward. The obstacles have been numerous and often
difficult, but everyone has worked diligently, together
and separately, to meet the challenges. From switching
to online lessons at the start of the pandemic, to
streaming live and recorded concerts, and organizing in-
person concerts in safe settings, Mountain Top Music has
‘improvised’ often to meet its goals and mission.

Rehab and restoration work has sometimes been
improvised in our Majestic Theatre to fully outfit the
space to reach its full potential. While our hopes of
having a grand opening on the 90th anniversary of its
inception were dashed, new hopes and dreams will still
be realized in many ways and improvisation employed
wherever and whenever needed.

Thanks to all our treasured sponsors and supporters
who continue to play a huge role helping Mountain Top
Music Center keep the music playing.

Beth Funicella, Chair, Board of Trustees
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Masks and shower curtain dividers allow Chad Cummings
to teach in-person in the time of Covid.

Reflections from the Director of Education

While the spring of 2020 brought sudden lockdown and
rapid changeover to remote learning and hiatuses for many
of Mountain Top’s programs, the commencement of the
school year in September 2020 was accompanied by a
gradual return to face-to-face activities. There was
uncertainty, change, and a great deal of hard work to be
able to safely adapt to new formats. It has been inspiring to
see the creativity with which teachers and students have
approached the changeable circumstances of the past year,
whether by finding ways to adapt technology to suit remote
music studies, switching up lesson formats, or trying out
new projects (such as
composing original music,
learning to record, making
backing tracks, trying new
genres of music, or starting
a fresh practice strategy
such as focusing on sight-
reading).

There certainly have
been challenges, such as
keeping motivated during a
time when performances, ensembles, and other rewarding
“end goal” events were on pause, overcoming technological
hurdles such as dealing with unpredictable internet service
in our rural region, and changing from remote to in-person
and back again at times, often on short notice. Yet through
it all, graciousness, patience, cheerfulness, and a game
outlook have shone through.

Continued on next page

George Wiese teaches via Zoom.
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Sharon Novack teaching from behind the curtain.

Continued from previous page

In speaking with many of our students, family members,
faculty, and audience members over the past year, | have
often heard how music has been a bright spot for many—a
source of personal satisfaction from making progress, a
chance to connect with others, perhaps a welcome
distraction, or an activity that could continue with some
sense of normalcy while many other activities remained
suspended. One student described her weekly lesson to me
as “a lifeline.” In addition, an influx of new students from
ages 4 to over 70 joined us as they found themselves with
new spare time in their schedules or identified a desire for
connection, expressive outlets, or self-improvement, to
name a few reasons incoming students have mentioned.

One major project during the spring term was putting on
our annual 24 Hours of Music as a virtual event. Students,
faculty, and several local musicians worked very hard from
February to early April to prepare and record what
amounted to more than 200 hours of video performance
footage. This was a new experience for many of the
performers—video and audio recording is quite a different
scenario to live performance, and thus was a valuable
learning opportunity. Performers also got an early chance to
experience playing on the stage of the Majestic Theater,
with the added enjoyment of inviting close family as their
audience. The enthusiastic participation in this project
resulted in a weekend-long streaming festival with hours of
multi-camera, multi-track video and audio, professionally

Justin Ramos teaching from his home studio

edited. Though the project was complex and large-scale, it
proved worthwhile considering the anticipation, excitement,
and pride shown by the students during their recording
sessions.

Editing the hundreds of hours of video became a
pleasure when | could see joyful outtakes such as the
beaming smile of a young ukulele student after completing
her first-ever performance, a teacher expressing their pride
in a student for overcoming stage nerves, a musician
jumping for joy after nailing a tricky passage that took more
than one take, or the loud applause of grandparents upon
seeing their grandson perform in person for the first time.

The summer term saw a welcome but cautious return to
small group programming, with four ensembles resuming
rehearsals and the latest installment of Jazz History class,
this time delivered in a hybrid in-person/live-streamed/on-
demand format. While remote technology continues to be a
useful tool, many students were excited and relieved to be
able to gather and play together once more, and both
students and audience-goers are eagerly looking forward to
in-person performances and events safely resuming as
planned over the autumn and winter. As we hopefully
continue to reinstate or begin programs and events anew, it
is a prime moment to reflect on the new tools, skills, ideas,
and resources acquired and developed over this highly
unusual year and how those might fit in going forward as
Mountain Top Music Center continues to adapt and grow.

Dr. Julia Howell, Director of Education

Student learning from home

Chris Nourse teaching violin via Zoom.
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2019-2021 Concerts and Events

Mountain Top’s 2020 concert schedule got off to a
blazing start in Fall 2019 followed by high expectations for
our most successful concert season ever with a raft of
exciting bookings already set for the rest of the year.

But, storm clouds soon gathered and on March 13, 2020,
NH Governor Chris Sununu declared a state of emergency in
response to what was now formally acknowledged as a
coronavirus epidemic for the country and the world. His
order was extended and modified time after time as the
valley masked, stayed home, and quarantined.

In response to the pandemic, MTMC immediately
adopted emergency goals of our own, designed to keep the
music school operating safely. All in-person concerts and
events were cancelled, including the highly anticipated
opening of the Majestic Theatre, until it was deemed safe to
gather in groups again.

As Executive Director George Wiese said, “l am reminded
of the classic Charles Dickens quote, ‘It was the best of
times. It was the worst of times. Our mission of ‘enriching
lives and building community through music’ became
holding our community together through music.”

At first, it really did seem like the worst of times, but
then, thanks to an anonymous donation that allowed us to
acquire excellent audio/video equipment, we started to
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cautiously book selected monthly performances to live
stream from the newly renovated Majestic Mainstage direct
to the comfort of listeners in their own homes. Offerings
included a concert by meditative pianist Dana Cunningham,
followed by a robust Mardi Gras party with the Heather
Pierson Trio on the day itself, and then a solo classical guitar
concert performed by virtuoso Jose Manuel Lezcanos.

With the unexpected but much celebrated gift of a
beautiful Steinway concert grand for the stage of the
Majestic, valley favorite and seacoast pianist Tom Snow was
invited to test the new-to-us “Queen B” in a dazzling live
streamed jazz performance at Mountain Top’s annual “24
Hours of Music” in April with his friend NYC saxophonist
legend, Ken Peplowski, much to the delight of a select in-
person audience, masked and distanced and cheering, as
well as to the many happy music lovers online in the valley
and beyond.

As another sage once said, “whether it’s the best of
times or the worst of times,” it’s the only time we’ve got.
Undaunted by a new challenge, Mountain Top rose in these
uncertain times, as it has done for two decades, and found
creative new ways to enrich the cultural life of our
community and the people in it.

Judy Kennedy
Chair, Concert Committee
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Masked, distanced and streamed, George Wiese tests the renovated theater’s acoustics with the “Queen B” Steinway piano.
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Financial Report

As shown by the charts below, the Covid-19 pandemic substantially affected Mountain Top Music’s finances. With group and
contract classes paused and concerts cancelled, income from those sources halted. In addition teaching expenses increased with
the need to switch to remote teaching and the installation of Covid mitigation measures. Fortunately all of this was offset by funds
from the Paycheck Protection Program and related grants.

The move to the Bolduc block increased overhead in FY’20 and FY’21 as well as adding the non-cash charge for the
abandonment of the 111 Main Street leasehold in FY’20.
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Ingrid & Mark Albee
Tod Anderson
Duddie Andrews
Anonymous

Art Works Chocorua Creative Arts Center

Megan & Bryan Bailey
Frank & Martha Benesh
Andrea Bennett

Emily & Peter Benson

Amy & Thad Berrier

Joanne & E. Allen Brooks
Lois Burleigh & Bill Hutchins
Louis Carbone

Sandra & Larry Carr
Jonathan & Shelley Carter
Carol & George Case

J. Hadley Champlin

Wayne C. Clinton

Jeff Cohen

John Colbath

Lora Colten

Lydia M. Colwell
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Mary & David Cronin

Dana Cunningham
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Diana Doyle

Fran Duffy
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Patricia Dunn

Mary Dysinger

Richard & Alison Earle
Birdy Ellsmore

Judith English

Karen Franke

Bruce & Kipp (Katharine) Freeman
Beth & Gino Funicella

Larry Garland

Ken & Joan Gatto

David A. Gibb

Kimberly & Jonathan Goodwin
Rae Gordon

Betsy and Gerry Gossens
Linda Habif

Jenny & Shawn Hagerty
Charles & Maureen Hanlon

Betsey & Sam Harding
Sheena Hardy

Vicki Harlow

Deborah Harper

Pat & Bob Heiges

Dulcie L. Heiman

Mari & Dick Hook

Earl & BarbaraHopkins
Edith & Hollis Hunnewell
France Hunter

Valerie & David Jensen
Bengt & Kathryn Karlsson
Kathryn Keen

Walter & Catherine Keirans
Judith & Daniel Kennedy
Sarah & Kenneth Kimball
Lori Jean Kinsey

Elaine & Peter Klose
Sheryl & John Kovalik
Carol & Ted Kramer
Mona L'Heureux & lan Cruickshank
Susan Laskin

Harry Leslie

Cindy and William Lord
Stuart & Karen Lord

Allan March

Sut & Margaret Marshall
Jeanne & Dave Mason
David & Helene Matesky
Don Mayberry

Laurie & Chris McAleer
Dotty & Brian McAllister
Beth McCarthy & Jim Alt
Steven McCosh

Hope McGowan

Fillmore & Joan McPherson
Rebecca McReynolds
Wendy & John McVey
Alexander Mednick
Barbara & Chuck Mitchell
Sarah Montalvo-Kopoulos
Phoebe & Scott Monteith
Nancy Morrell

William Moser

Mount Washington Valley Arts Association

Becky Mulkern

Peter & Catherine Murray
Louise Myrback

Jane & Sam Nesbitt

Emily Neuman

Susan & Christopher Osborne
Gail Paine

Alice & John Pepper

Judy & Joe Perez

Donna Perry & John Reddy

A Big Thank You to All Our Donors

Tom Pizor

Lillia & Kyle Poirier
Trisha & Joseph Priest
Justin & Taraé Ramos
Kari & Chaz Reed

Sue Titus Reid

Betty Reid-Fernandes & Tino Fernandes

Annie Riecken

Laura Riggs-Mitchell & Ray Mitchell
Elizabeth (Liza) & Ned Rogerson
Jane Rosenberg

Ron Routhier

Elizabeth Rubin

Cindy & Bretton Russell

Heather Rose Ryan & Victor Lazaron
Glenn & Sonnhilde Saunders

Les Schoof & Ed Butler

Robert Schor & Marni Madnick
Florence Schwartz

Nora M.P. & John C. Schwarz
Robert & Suzanne Scolamiero
Mary Seavey

Janet & Kim Sheffield

Roland Smith

Virginia & Brian Spaulding

Isabelle Stafford

Ashara Stansfield & Terry Mednick
Cheryl Steadman-Roth & Jason Roth
Ann Strachan

John Sullivan

Sally & Steve Swenson

Tara Taylor & T.O. Currier
Linda & Bill Terry

Peter & Barbara Theriault
Anne Thomas

Katharine True Thompson
Elizabeth & Edward Thorndike
Stephen Tooley

Karen & James Umberger
Patty Vachon

Jenny Valente

Barbara M. Van Doren

Tom Varnum

Linda Vienneau & Craig Belcher
Carol Vigneault

Linda Walker

Linda Watson

Janette Weir

Laura Weymouth & John Howell
John Wheeler & Gail Troseth
Mary & Jim Whiteside

George Wiese, Jr.

Amy & Joe Williams

Glenn Williams

Arlene & Charles Zaccaria
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Abenaki Trail Restaurant & Pub*

Albany Service Center

Almost There Sports Tavern & Restaurantt
Alpine Title Services, Inc. *

Anchor Business Services

Badger Realty*

Bagels Plus Inc. T

Becky Mulkern, ND¥

Café Noche*

Chalmers Insurance Group*

Cooper Cargill Chant*

Cormack Construction Management*
Country Cabinets, etc.*

DW Electrical Contractors, Inc. *

Debony Salon

Eastern Green, Inc.

E.G. Chandler Inc., Property Managementt
Gamwell, Caputo, Kelsch & Co., PLLC*
Gayle Baker’s Valley Travel

Gemini Sign & Design Ltd.*

Inn at Crystal Lake & Palmer House Pubt

Our Business Sponsors

Interstate Fire Protection (In-Kind)

J & J Floor Covering Inc.*
Jacksonflicks.com (In-Kind)
Kathleen Sweeney, CPAT
Leone, McDonnell & Roberts*
Local Grocer*

Lucy Hardware

Mason & Mason Insurance*
Milford Flooring*
Minuteman Press*

New Business Directions*
North Conway Music Center*
North Country Fair Jewelers*
Pet Rendezvous

Pinkham Real Estate

Profile Subaru, Inc.*
Progressive Autoworks*
Richard M. Plusch Antiques*
Starboard Advisors*

Stone Mountain Arts Center*
Tamarack Construction*

Our Grantors

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
New Hampshire State Council for the Arts

Tuckerman Brewing Companyt
The Met*

The Notchland Inn*

The UPS Store*

The Valley Originals*

The Wentworth*

Valley Auto/Penske/Hertz*
Varsity Beverage*

White Birch Books*

White Mt. Oil & Propane*
White Mountain Puzzles*
Whitneys’ Inn & Shovel Handle Pub*
Wildcat Tavern*

WMWYV & Magic 104 Radio Stations (In-Kind)

Yankee Smokehouse & Wild Hog Pizzeria*
302 West Restaurant & Tavern*

*5 years or more continuous giving
13 years or more continuous giving

Small Business Association—Paycheck Protection Program
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